
KS5 Course Overview 

Religious Education A Level 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Philosophy of 
Religion 

Ancient Philosophical 
Influences 

Soul, Body, and 
Mind 

Arguments based 
on Observation 

Arguments based 
on Reason 

Religious 
Experience 

The Problem of 
Evil 

Details An introduction to 
philosophy through the 
different philosophical 
methods of Plato and 
Aristotle.  

Exploring 
philosophical views 
about the existence 
of a non-physical 
soul and its 
connection with the 
physical body. 

Assessing the 
success of 
arguments for the 
existence of God 
based on 
observations 
made about the 
universe.  

Assessing the 
success of 
arguments for the 
existence of God 
based on 
reasoning.  

Exploring the 
different types of 
religious 
experiences and 
how these can be 
interpreted.  

Exploring the 
‘problem’ that the 
existence of evil 
poses in relation 
to the traditional 
qualities of God.  

Methods of 
Assessment 

During this unit, student progress and attainment is assessed by: 
• Practice Essays 
• Mock Exam 
• Final Summer Exam  

Religious 
Ethics 

Situation Ethics Natural Law Utilitarianism Kantian Ethics Euthanasia Revision / 
Business Ethics 1 

Details A study, application 
and critique of Joseph 
Fletcher’s Situation 
Ethics. 

A study, application 
and critique of 
Aquinas’ Natural 
Law theory. 

A study, 
application and 
critique of 
Bentham and 
Mill’s Utilitarian 
theories. 

A study, 
application and 
critique of Kant’s 
ethical theory. 

A study of the 
ethical issues 
surrounding 
Euthanasia and an 
application of two 
moral theories to 
this issue. 

A study of the 
ethical issues 
surrounding 
Business Ethics 
and an application 
of two moral 
theories to this 
issue. 

Methods of 
Assessment 
 

Exam style essay 
(open book). 
 

Exam style essay 
(advance revealed 
question). 

 

Exam style essay 
(advance revealed 
and unseen). 

Exam style essay 
(unseen & timed). 

Exam style essay 
(unseen & timed). 

Exam style essay 
(unseen & timed). 

  



 Development 
in Christian 
Thought 

The Person of Jesus 
Christ 

Augustine’s 
Teaching on Human 
Nature 

Death and the 
Afterlife 

Christian Moral 
Action 

Christian Moral 
Principles 

Knowledge of 
God’s existence 

Details A study of the person 
of Jesus as Son of God, 
teacher of wisdom and 
political liberator. 

A study of the work 
of Augustine 
regarding pre and 
post Fall humanity; 
the wider effects on 
society and God’s 
Grace. 

A study of 
Christian beliefs 
about Heaven, 
Hell and 
Purgatory. 
Christian beliefs 
about election.  

Exploring the 
teachings of 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
and the relationship 
between Church 
and state.  

A study of the 
diversity of 
Christian moral 
reasoning and 
practice using 
sources such as 
the Bible and 
Tradition. 

Exploring 
knowledge of 
God’s existence 
through innate 
human sense of 
the divine, the 
order of creation, 
faith and God’s 
Grace. 

Methods of 
Assessment 

During this unit, 
student progress and 
attainment is 
measured by: 

• Exam style 
essays 

• Mid topic 
quiz 

• Presentation 
on group 
research 
task. 

During this unit, 
student progress 
and attainment is 
measured by: 

• Exam style 
essays. 

• Mid topic 
quiz. 

 
 

During this unit, 
student progress 
and attainment is 
measured by: 

• Exam style 
essays. 

• Mid topic 
quiz. 

 

During this unit, 
student progress 
and attainment is 
measured by: 

• Exam style 
essays 

• Mid topic 
quiz 

• Presentation 
on group 
research 
task. 

During this unit, 
student progress 
and attainment is 
measured by: 

• Exam style 
essays. 

• Mid topic 
quiz. 

 
 

During this unit, 
student progress 
and attainment is 
measured by: 

• Exam style 
essays. 

• Mid topic 
quiz. 

 
 

Use of ICT Students prepare presentations for some topics using web-based research and Power Point. 
Homework is set via Teams sometimes including online articles, padlet boards, and YouTube videos.  
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Philosophy of 
Religion 

The Nature of God Religious Language Modern Developments 
in Religious Language 

Contingency/ 
Revision 

Contingency/ 
Revision 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCR H573 
Religious 
Studies 

 
Papers 

1,2,3 have 
equal 

weighting. 
 

Each 
paper is 2 

hours long. 
Candidates 

answer 3 
essay-
style 

questions 
out of a 

choice of 
4. 
 

Details Exploring philosophical 
ideas about the qualities 
of God and what this 
means for believers.  

Exploring whether it is 
possible to ever talk 
about God meaningfully.  

Exploring 20th century 
developments in how 
we should or should not 
talk about God.  

Time planned 
for 
contingency 
work and/or 
revision and 
mastering.  

Time planned 
for contingency 
work and/or 
revision and 
mastering.  

Methods of 
Assessment 

During this unit, student 
progress and attainment 
is assessed by: 

• Practice Essays 
• Mock Exam 
• Final Summer 

Exam  

During this unit, student 
progress and attainment 
is assessed by: 

• Practice Essays 
• Mock Exam 
• Final Summer 

Exam  

During this unit, student 
progress and attainment 
is assessed by: 

• Practice essays. 
• Mock exam 
• Final Summer 

exam. 

During this unit 
student 
progress and 
attainment will 
be measured 
by: 

• Practice 
essays. 

During this unit 
student 
progress and 
attainment will 
be  
measured by: 

• Practice 
essays. 

Religious 
Ethics 

Business Ethics 2 Meta Ethics Conscience Sexual Ethics Revision 

Details A study of the ethical 
issues surrounding 
Business Ethics and an 
application of two moral 
theories to this issue. 

 
 

 A study of the 
ethical issues 
surrounding 
Sexual Ethics 
and an 
application of 
four moral 
theories to this 
issue. 

Revision of 
content. 
Exam practice. 

Methods of 
Assessment 

Exam style essay 
(unseen & timed) 

Exam style essay 
(unseen & timed) 

Exam style essay 
(unseen & timed) 

Exam style 
essay (unseen 
& timed) 

Developments 
in Christian 
Thought 

Religious Pluralism and 
Theology 

Gender and Theology The Challenge of 
Secularism 

Revision Revision  

 A study of contemporary 
Christian theology of 
religion on exclusivism, 
inclusivism and pluralism.  
 

A study of the 
reinterpretation of God by 
Feminist Theologians 
such as Rosemary 
Radford Reuther and 
Mary Daly. 

An exploration of the 
rise of secularism and 
the view that God is a 
result of wish fulfilment 
as well as the role of 
Christianity in public life. 

Revision of key 
content from 
Year 12. Exam 
skill practice 
and 
consolidation. 

Revision of key 
content from 
Year 13. Exam 
skill practice 
and 
consolidation. 



Religious Pluralism and 
Society  
A study of contemporary 
Christian society of 
religion on exclusivism, 
inclusivism and pluralism. 

Gender and Society 
A study of the effects of 
the changing views of 
gender and gender roles 
in Christian thought. 

Liberation Theology and 
Marx 
A study of Liberation 
Theology, its 
foundations and 
relationship to the work 
of Karl Marx; including 
alienation, exploitation, 
social sin and the 
Catholic idea of 
‘preferential option for 
the poor. 

 During this unit, student 
progress and attainment 
is assessed by: 

• Mid topic quiz. 
• Exam style 

essays. 
• Presentation. 

 

During this unit progress 
and attainment is 
assessed by: 

• Mid topic quiz. 
• Exam style essays. 
• Presentation.  

 

During this unit, student 
progress and attainment 
is assessed by: 

• Mid topic quiz. 
• Exam style 

essays 
• Presentation. 
 

During this unit, student progress 
and attainment is assessed by: 

• Mid topic quiz. 
• Exam style essays. 
• Presentation.  

Use of ICT Students prepare presentations for some topics using web-based research and Power Point. 
Homework is set via Teams sometimes including online articles, padlet boards, and YouTube videos.  
 
 

Useful Resources: 

Textbooks provided by the department.  

Panpsycast Philosophy Podcast https://thepanpsycast.com/ 

Revision Guide https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revision-Notes-Level-Religious-Studies/dp/1510418040/ref=asc_df_1510418040/?tag=googshopuk-
21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310805555931&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5970781628083460542&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006472&hvtargid=pla
-561825713020&psc=1&th=1&psc=1 

https://peped.org/philosophicalinvestigations/  

https://alevelphilosophyandreligion.com/ocr-religious-studies/  

https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/textbooks/ 

 Exam Board Specification: OCR H573 Religious Studies https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/specification-at-a-glance/  

https://thepanpsycast.com/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revision-Notes-Level-Religious-Studies/dp/1510418040/ref=asc_df_1510418040/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310805555931&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5970781628083460542&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006472&hvtargid=pla-561825713020&psc=1&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revision-Notes-Level-Religious-Studies/dp/1510418040/ref=asc_df_1510418040/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310805555931&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5970781628083460542&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006472&hvtargid=pla-561825713020&psc=1&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revision-Notes-Level-Religious-Studies/dp/1510418040/ref=asc_df_1510418040/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310805555931&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5970781628083460542&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006472&hvtargid=pla-561825713020&psc=1&th=1&psc=1
https://peped.org/philosophicalinvestigations/
https://alevelphilosophyandreligion.com/ocr-religious-studies/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/textbooks/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/specification-at-a-glance/

