
KS4 Course Overview 

Drama 

Year 10 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Foundation Unit 1 Foundation Unit 2 Component 1 Component 3 Component 2 Component 2 

Details FOUNDATION UNIT 
1.  Splendid show & 
workshop + Live 
theatre basics using 
Teechers by John 
Godber – 2 lessons 
teaching then 1 lesson 
per fortnight across the 
term. 
3. Lighting course. 
4. Recap: basic skills, 
non-naturalism, 
Baseline unit Barker 
and Stanislavski. 
A: Baseline Duologues  
B: Barker; games 
theory 
C.  Stan - Script and 
rehearsal techniques: 
scripted duologues 
NB: reduce teaching 
time for Stan. 

1. Artuad and  Brecht 
Look at key skills, some 
research into style.  
Employ concepts and 
skills in performance 
(for Devising unit).   
 
2. Live theatre practice 
continuation: 1 lesson 
per fortnight. 
 

1. Script work.  
Scripted play for 
Component 1 to be 
taught and work-
shopped. 
 
2.  Revise Stan and 
intro Max. 
 

1. Script work.  
Scripted play for 
Component 1 to be 
taught and work-
shopped. 
 
2.  Intro to 
Stanislavski and intro 
Max Stafford Clark. 
 

1. Component 
2/Devising  Based on 
thematic stimulus 
“Exported Children” 
 
2.  Devising logs to be 
started. 
 
3. Costume design 
students identified 
and started. 
 
WATCH COMPONENT 
1 PLAY LIVE 
 

1. Component 2  
2. Rehearsal of 
devised piece and 
section 1 of devising 
log set/ 
 
WATCH COMPONENT 
1 PLAY LIVE 

Methods of 
Assessment 

Baseline summative 
performance 
assessment of 
Teechers and 
duologues. 

Formative assessment 
in class. 

Formative assessment 
in class. 

Formative assessment 
in class. 

Formative assessment 
in class. 
 
NEA Coursework 
(Devising Log) 

Formative assessment 
in class. 
 
NEA Coursework 
(Devising Log) 



Use of ICT Power Point 
presentation and Go 
Pro for filming 
students so they can 
evaluate 
themselves. 

 

Power Point 
presentation and Go 
Pro for filming 
students so they can 
evaluate 
themselves. 

 

Power Point 
presentation and Go 
Pro for filming 
students so they can 
evaluate 
themselves. 

 

Power Point 
presentation and Go 
Pro for filming 
students so they can 
evaluate 
themselves. 

 

Power Point 
presentation and Go 
Pro for filming 
students so they can 
evaluate 
themselves. 

 

Power Point 
presentation and Go 
Pro for filming 
students so they can 
evaluate 
themselves. 

 

 

Year 11 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Devised Scripted 
 

Blood Brothers 

Scripted 
 

Blood Brothers 

Exam Prep Exam Prep  

Details 1.  Component 2 
SWIPE and 
record/retain. 
2.  Devising logs to be 
submitted. 
 

Component 3. Scripted 
rehearsal guided by 
teacher. 
 
Blood Brothers (GCSE 
set text) exam prep and 
practical exploration. 

Component 3. 
Scripted rehearsal 
guided by teacher. 
 
Blood Brothers (GCSE 
set text) exam prep 
and practical 
exploration. 

COMPONENT 1 
WRITTEN 
EXAMINATION 
1.  Teach Section A 
2.  General exam prep. 
 
Exam 
Section A – 4 multi-
choice 
Section B – Blood 
Brothers 
Section C – Live theatre 
with tech 

Exam 
Section A – 4 multi-
choice 
Section B – Blood 
Brothers 
Section C – Live 
theatre with tech 

Exam details 

 

Methods of Assessment Devised 
performance 
examined by class 
teacher. 
 
NEA Devising logs 
completed by end of 
Autumn 1 

Formative 
assessment in class. 
 
Summative 
assessment of exam 
practice set as 
homework. 

Scripted 
performance 
examined by 
external examiner. 
 
Formative 
assessment in 
class. 
 

Formative 
assessment in class. 
 
Summative 
assessment of exam 
practice set as 
homework. 

Formative 
assessment in 
class. 
 
Summative 
assessment of 
exam practice set 
as homework. 



Summative 
assessment of 
exam practice set 
as homework. 

Use of ICT Power Point 
presentations, DVD’s 
of Splendid Theatre 
“Metamorphosis” for 
live theatre and Go 
Pro for filming 
students so they can 
evaluate themselves. 

Power Point 
presentations, DVD’s 
of Splendid Theatre 
“Metamorphosis” for 
live theatre and Go 
Pro for filming 
students so they can 
evaluate themselves. 

 

Power Point 
presentations, 
DVD’s of Splendid 
Theatre 
“Metamorphosis” 
for live theatre and 
Go Pro for filming 
students so they 
can evaluate 
themselves. 

 

Power Point 
presentations, DVD’s 
of Splendid Theatre 
“Metamorphosis” for 
live theatre and Go 
Pro for filming 
students so they can 
evaluate themselves. 

 

Power Point 
presentations, 
DVD’s of Splendid 
Theatre 
“Metamorphosis” 
for live theatre and 
Go Pro for filming 
students so they 
can evaluate 
themselves. 

 
 

Exam Board Specification: AQA (hyperlink to correct version) 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261/specification-at-a-glance 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261/specification-at-a-glance

