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1. School Vision

Our vision at All Hallows is to form happy, successful students who reach their full potential and
leave the school with integrity and moral purpose. We want a whole school experience that
everyone would wish for their own children. We put our students at the heart of everything we do,
guided by the truth and love of Christ.

2. Statutory Requirements

It is a legal requirement that the school provides a Religious Education curriculum and a daily act
of collective worship in accordance with the Education Reform Act 1988.

3. Rationale

Catholic education is about ‘forming the human person, equipping him or her to live life to the full’
(Pope Benedict XVI).

In Catholic schools, Religious Education is central to the school curriculum and collective worship
provides opportunities for students to pray and reflect together and to participate in the liturgical
life of the Church. Everything we do at All Hallows is rooted in the love of God, shaped by our
Christian virtues and values and underpinned by our concern for the common good and the
wellbeing of all. In accordance with this aspiration it is the responsibility of all staff to enable our
students to develop spiritually and morally as well as academically.

4. Religious Education

Religious Education is central to the curriculum of all Catholic schools and is at the heart of the
philosophy of Catholic education which is achieved in support of, and in partnership with, parents
and guardians, who are the first educators of their children. We nurture our students to become
religiously literate and engaged young people who have the knowledge, understanding and skills to
reflect spiritually, and think ethically and theologically, and who are aware of the demands of religious
commitment in everyday life,” (Religious Education Curriculum Directory p.6).

The Aims of Religious Education as stated in the RE Curriculum Directory are:

e To present engagingly a comprehensive content which is the basis of knowledge and

e understanding of the Catholic faith;

e To enable pupils continually to deepen their religious and theological understanding and
be able to communicate this effectively;

e To present an authentic vision of the Church's moral and social teaching so that pupils can
make a critique of the underlying trends in contemporary culture and society;

e Toraise pupils’ awareness of the faith and traditions of other religious communities in order
to respect and understand them;

e Todevelop the critical faculties of pupils so that they can relate their Catholic faith to daily
life;

e To stimulate pupils’ imagination and provoke a desire for personal meaning as revealed in
the truth of the Catholic faith;

e To enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through Religious Education to their
understanding of other subjects in the curriculum;

e To bring clarity to the relationship between faith and life, and between faith and culture.

At All Hallows, Religious Education is part of the core curriculum and is given prominence in line
with its importance at the centre of a Catholic secondary school education. Religious Education is
delivered in line with the requirements of the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales:



e 10% of curriculum time at Key Stages 3 & 4 is dedicated to timetabled Religious Education;
e Provision of timetabled non-examination Religious Education for all students at Key Stage
5.

The content of Religious Education is delivered in accordance with the requirements of the
Bishops' Religious Education Curriculum Directory:
e The Key Stage 3 curriculum is structured to incorporate all required content;
e All students follow an approved GCSE course in Religious Studies in Key Stage 4;
e Sixth Form students follow a core RE programme which is delivered within timetabled
lessons.

5. Collective Worship

There must be a daily act of worship in our school community. Allmembers of staff are responsible
for nurturing our shared Catholic values and faith. In accordance with this, every day at All Hallows
begins with a prayer, either in form time or in assemblies. Staff are supported in this by the provision
of a weekly prayer and reflection sheet and a school prayer book. Religious Education lessons also
begin with a prayer, placing the lesson in its rightful context.

The pattern of the Liturgical Year is followed at appropriate times with Masses, liturgies and other
acts of worship. Students worship together in the school chapel on regular occasions, for example
in house liturgies and days of reflection.

Assembilies are acts of collective worship and as such must always include an appropriate prayer
and opportunity for reflection, incorporated into the theme of the assembly. Staff are provided with
suggested assembly themes and readings which are in line with the Liturgical Year and the
readings of the week, as well as being informed about other key themes that are relevant to the
moment in time in the school year.

Staff meetings begin with an act of reflection and/or prayer and staff Masses and liturgies are held
at appropriate times, for example at the start of each academic year.

6. Key Roles & Responsibilities

The Headteacher

The Headteacher is responsible for ensuring that Religious Education and collective worship is
carried out in accordance with this policy and is in line with the overall vision and mission of the
school.

Senior Leader with responsibility for the Catholic Life of the school
It is the overall responsibility of the Senior Leader with responsibility for the Catholic Life of the
school to ensure that Religious Education and collective worship occurs in accordance with this
policy. This involves:
e Planning the calendar of liturgical events, with input from the School Chaplain.
e Ensuring that staff delivering assemblies are aware of the school policy and are provided
with sufficient guidance and information.
e Ensuring that Form Tutors are aware of the school policy and are provided with guidance
and information, including daily prayers.
e Monitoring the quality of Religious Education and Collective Worship.

School Lay Chaplain
It is the responsibility of the School Lay Chaplain to ensure that students are provided with ample
opportunities for prayer, reflection and collective worship. This includes:



Providing Form Tutors with guidance and appropriate prayer materials.

Organising Masses and liturgies in accordance with the calendar of liturgical events.
Organising awaydays and reflection opportunities for students in all year groups.

Leading prayer at appropriate times, for example in staff meetings and during days of
reflection.

Head of Religious Education
The Head of Religious Education has overall responsibility for providing students with an
appropriate Catholic RE curriculum which is in accordance with the Bishops' RE Curriculum
Directory. This includes:
e Planning and implementing a Key Stage 3 Curriculum which meets the aims and
requirements of the Catholic Bishops' Curriculum Directory.
¢ Planning and implementing a GCSE course which is in line with the expectations of the
Catholic Bishops.
e Planning and implementing an appropriate non-examination core RE curriculum for
students in the Sixth Form.
e Ensuring that RE lessons begin with a prayer and are delivered in accordance with the aims
of the RE Curriculum Directory (above).



